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3233 Cowper Street
Palo Alto, CA 94306
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Each saint the Church honors responded to God’s invitation to use his or her unique gifts.  God calls each 
one of us to be a saint.

St. Thomas Aquinas was born in 1225 to Count Landulf and Countess Theodora in their castle in 
Roccasecca, Italy.  As a youngster, Thomas was educated at the monastery of Monte Cassino.  At the age of 14, 
he went to the University of Naples to continue his education.  At age 19, Thomas was received as a novice in 
the Dominican order.  His family kidnapped him and imprisoned him for a year to encourage him to change his 
mind, but he eventually escaped and made his final profession.
He went to Cologne to complete his studies under Albert the Great.  Thomas’ two greatest works were the 
Summa Contra Gentiles and the Summa Theologica.  It is said that together they form the fullest and most exact 
exposition of Catholic dogma yet given to the world. 
Thomas never finished the Summa Theologica because in 1274 he experienced a divine revelation which so 
enraptured him that he abandoned the Summa, saying that it and his other writing were so much straw compared 
to the reality of the divine glory.  He died four months later, and is buried in Toulouse in the chuch of St. 
Sernin.  He is the patron saint of all Catholic universities, academies, colleges and schools. 
His feast day is January 28.

                                                  Our Lady of the Rosary The feast day is October 7.

Pope St. Pius V established this feast in 1573 to thank God for the victory of Christians over the Turks at 
Lepanto—a victory attributed to the praying of the rosary.  The development of the rosary was first a practice of 
praying 150 Our Fathers in imitation of the 150 Psalms.  There there was a parallel practice of praying 150 Hail 
Marys.  Soon a mystery of Jesus’ life was attached to each Hail Mary.  In the 16th century, the rosary was 
developed to its present form—with the 15 mysteries (joyful, sorrowful and glorious).  
In 2002, Pope John Paul II added the Mysteries of Light to this devotion. 
The purpose of the rosary is to help us meditate on the great mysteries of our salvation.  Pius XII called it a 
compendium of the gospel.  The main focus is on Jesus—his birth, life, death and resurrection.  The Our Fathers 
remind us that Jesus’ Father is the initiator of salvation.  The Hail Marys remind us to join with Mary in 
contemplating these mysteries.   The Glorys remind us that the purpose of all life is the glory of the Trinity.

     St. Albert the Great was born sometime around 1200 in Lauingen on the Danube, Germany.
He studied at the University of Padua and fell under the spell of Blessed Jordan of Saxony, the Dominican who 
drew the best young men of the universities into the Dominicans.
After several teaching assignments, he came in 1241 to the University of Paris to lecture in theology, and was 
also assigned to set up a house of studies for the order in Cologne.  Thomas became his greatest pupil.
In Cologne, Albert conducted experiments in chemistry and physics and built up a collection of plants, insects 
and chemical compounds that gave substance to his reputation.  He was friend and adviser to popes, bishops, 
kings and statesmen.  He died in Cologne 1280 and is buried there in St. Andrea’s Church.  He is the patron 
saint of scientists.
His feast day is November 15.                                                
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My Dear Parish Family, 

Once again I am happy to introduce our 
annual parish report to you. As you have 
noticed, this is an extended version that goes 
beyond a simple finance report to including 
all the parish ministries that are represented 
on the Pastoral Stewardship Council. This is 
our way to improve communications and to 
show greater accountability for the resources 
we have in the parish. 

In going through the report, you may find an area of the parish that 
interests you more than others. This may be God's call for you to 
share your time and talent in this particular ministry for the good of 
the entire parish community. 

As I leave the parish after eight years of pastoring and ministering 
to the entire Catholic community of Palo Alto, I realize that I have 
been pastor here the longest since the parishes were merged in 
1987. At my installation in 2002, I shared with you the words of 
Jesus, who reminds us that it is not we who have chosen him, but 
that he has chosen us to go out and bear fruit, fruit that will last. 

I have been reflecting on some of the fruits I have personally 
experienced within our community in the last eight years. For 
instance, I have felt the Spirit of Jesus working in me and in our 
community as I encouraged every group, board and committee to 
start meetings with faith sharing, rather than just a quick prayer. In 
this way, we realize that it is Christ who is leading us and not our 
own agendas. Even groups like our Finance Committee and the 
Pastoral Stewardship Council have consistently begun their 
meetings with an extended time for faith sharing. It has filled my 
heart with joy to experience this growing spiritual phenomenon. 

The R.C.I.A. and R.C.I.C. have flourished with so many new 
members joining our parish community and sharing our Catholic 
tradition. Several years ago, I had the vision for a full baptismal 
immersion font to celebrate the full sign of baptism. As you see 
now at St Albert, it is a beautiful addition to our parish. 

When the “Da Vinci” code book questioned our faith, I started the 
Burning Bush series, where, in a non-threatening environment, we 
could learn about our faith and encounter God as Moses did at the 
mysterious Burning Bush. Wine and cheese added to the fellowship 
at these sessions. 

This past year, with the help of some wonderful parishioners, I
started what we called STA's Spirituality Tuesday Assemblies. I 
wanted to dedicate one night of the week for spirituality that all 
could remember. I divided the Tuesday nights into four sessions: 1) 
Catechetical session with information, formation and transformation 
2) Scripture study and faith sharing 3) Different forms of prayer 4) 
Burning Bush 

I always enjoyed my monthly celebration of Eucharist at Lytton 
Gardens. The participation of the residents has been beautiful and 
intense. 

I was an integral part of the strategic planning for our parish and the 
Diocesan implementation of the Pastoral Plan, which led to the 
formation of the representative ministry model that we currently use 
in the Pastoral Stewardship Council. 

After many meetings with concerned parents about the future of our 
youth, I decided to put our parish money where our mouth was. We 
hired a full time Youth Ministry director and changed the 
Confirmation age to eighth grade and above. The first year we
confirmed 75 youth, the following year 50, and this year I sealed 38 
young people with the Chrism oil of Confirmation.  

This year we have 35 altar servers at St Albert, where eight years 
ago we had none. There are many more children and many more 
families in our catechetical programs. We sense the joy of our 
children and their participation at the monthly family Masses at 
both SAG and OLR. 

The 'Little Books' have been a great help to ongoing daily 
meditation. I decided to introduce them to the parish but also to 
provide them free of cost to all our parishioners as a “thank-you”
for their ongoing presence and support in church. 
I have supported the idea of parish archives that have been newly 
organized by some wonderful parishioners,  and I have offered 
suggestions for their storage and development for the benefit of 
future generations. 

Liturgy is what unites us in prayer and ritual. Although we have 
eight different Mass communities, I have created guidelines to have 
prayerful processions and common practices at all our three sites. 

From time to time, I have given a short background explanation for 
the understanding of the first and second readings in church on 
Sundays. Most of the time I have memorized the gospel in order to 
'tell' the story, rather than read it. We have also established a regular 
Scripture Study and Faith Sharing group. 

We have a full staff. We have met regularly both to share reports as 
well as to coordinate our ministries. 
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 It has been a lot of fun to organize pilgrimages and trips for our 
parishioners, whether it was to the shrines of Italy; Greece and 
Turkey in the steps of St Paul; the Holy Land, and this September to 
the Passion Play of Oberammergau. I will continue to stay in touch 
with those who wish to travel with me in the future. 

I have celebrated liturgies and sacraments with St Elizabeth Seton 
School. One of the best days has been the facilitation of the final 
retreat of the eighth graders. 

I have celebrated all the eight Sunday liturgies of our parish 
frequently. I even learned Spanish in three weeks to be able to 
celebrate Mass once a month and to build bridges with the Hispanic 
community.  

I introduced monthly communal Reconciliation services so that our 
children and their parents could return often to this sacrament of 
forgiveness. 

As a parish we are doing well financially. I was happy to do more 
“fun-raisers” than “fund-raisers.”   We always made our ADA goal 
and we exceeded our Capital Campaign goal, so that we can now 
benefit from the rebates coming our way for our ministries, 
facilities and parish in general. 

With the help of our Buildings and Grounds Committee, I 
encouraged a “walk-thru” so that we could evaluate the status and 
safety of our properties. 

I first encouraged Mike Flynn and his son Frank to create our parish 
Website, which is one of the best in the diocese. I also helped to 
create our parish logo and worked closely with some parishioners to 
create our mission statement. 

I helped to establish the first Stewardship Committee and then 
offered a six-week education program in stewardship.  

Having expressed my concerns about how we welcome newcomers, 
Community Life has done a great job with registering new families 
and organizing fellowship evenings between newcomers and the 
priests of our parish. 

There have been two new picture directories in the last eight years 
for us to put faces and names together.  

This annual parish report indicates how we have grown and 
developed into a vibrant church community. 

By the fruits we see around us and in us, we will recognize the 
loving God who is always with us. I hope my pastoral ministry has 
brought you closer to Jesus and to each other. 

You will always be in my memories and in my heart. 

In Christ, I love you. 

Fr George
         Fr. George leaves his farewell party on a high note 



3

Parish Staff 
October, 2010 

Pastor………………………..Rev. Matthew D. Stanley

Parochial Vicar……………..Fr. Thierry Geris

Deacon…………Daniel Hernandez 

Bulletin Editor……………………………………………………………….Mark Antonio

Business & Operations Manager…………………………………………….Chuck Tully 

Coordinator of Middle School Youth Ministry……………………………...Alley White

Coordinator of the Parish Database & Annual Diocesan Appeal……………Cathy Miller 

Director of Hispanic Ministry………………………………………………..Maria Gutiérrez 

Director of Religious Education, Pre-K – Grade 5…………………………..Susan Clingingsmith

Director of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)………………..Jean Ramacciotti, OPL

Director of Youth Ministry (STAY)…………………………………………Chris Miller

Liturgy, Wedding & Funeral Coordinator…………………………………...Nora Lundin 

Maintenance Supervisor……………………………………………………...Godofredo Alfaro

Maintenance Support…………………………………………………………Santiago Aguilar

Quinceañeras Coordinator……………………………………………………Patricia Cruzet

Religious Education Site Coordinator,  
Our Lady of the Rosary Catechetical Assistant………………………………Angela Leal

Secretary & Receptionist……………………………………………………..Sandra Pedersen



Message from Fr. Matt Stanley 

On July 1, 2010, I returned to St. Thomas Aquinas Parish to become 
your new pastor. Some of you may recall that I briefly served as 
parochial vicar here (1996-1998) with Fr. Barry Freyne. For the 
past 12 years I have been the pastor of Holy Family Parish in San 
Jose. My first assignment as a priest after my ordination on May 18, 
1991 was as parochial vicar at St. Mary Parish in Gilroy. 

I am originally from Ohio, until my family moved to San Jose when 
I was 10 years old. My parents, Max and Pat are both living and 
doing quite well. I have 2 younger brothers, and I have 1 niece and 
3 nephews.  

I am quite familiar with this area having attended St. Joseph 
College Seminary in Mountain View and St. Patrick’s Seminary in 
Menlo Park (1980-1991). 

I enjoy sports, most especially the Boston Red Sox and the New 
England Patriots. I have a 7-year old tiger tabby cat named 
MacKenzie. I love to vacation in Maui. I had been in a bowling
league for the past 10 years (taking this year off!) 

I look forward to serving all of you for as many years the good Lord 
keeps me here. St. Thomas Aquinas Parish is a wonderful place, 
filled with many generous and loving people. I hope to share with 
all of you the experience of my first year as your pastor in next 
year’s annual report.

I hold all of you in my daily prayers, 

Rev. Matthew D. Stanley 
Pastor 

Fr. Thierry has served one year as 
parochial vicar at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parish following his ordination in 
2009.  

Deacon Carl Bunje has 
completed 31 years of service 
with our parish. 

                 

Our Parish Welcomes 
Deacon Daniel J. Hernandez 

Daniel was ordained a permanent deacon 
on May 8, 2010, to serve in parishes and 
ministries of the Diocese of San Jose.  

He was born in Reedley, CA, Aug. 3, 1955. He attended St. Martin 
School in Sunnyvale, Sunnyvale Middle School and graduated from 
Fremont High School in Sunnyvale in 1974. He earned a BA degree 
in biological science at San Jose State University, with a minor in 
chemistry. 

From 1982-2009, he worked as a laboratory technician, production 
chemist and research associate in a series of positions at companies 
in Mountain View, Palo Alto, Cupertino and Santa Clara.  Since last 
year, he has worked as a residential home investor. 

He has served at Our Lady of Peace Parish in Santa Clara as a 
lector, catechist for adult sacrament preparation, Bible study 
instructor, and an extraordinary minister for disabled seniors. 
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Ministries Comprising the Pastoral Stewardship Council

1. Adult Spiritual Development 
2. Catechetical Board 
3. Communications 
4. Community Life 
5. Facilities & Maintenance 
6. Finance 
7. Hispanic Leadership Team 
8. Human Concerns 
9. Liturgy Board 
10. OLR Site Committee
11. SAG Site Committee 
12. STA Site Committee 
13. Youth Ministry Board 

                              Other Members   
                                                                               Pastor 
                                                                          Parochial Vicar 
                                       Parish Administrator 
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Adult Spiritual Development Committee 

 Mission: Plan, organize and implement opportunities for the St. Thomas Aquinas community to deepen and grow their  
              awareness, experience and gratitude toward God while complementing our existing spiritual formation activities.  

Members:   Fr. Matt, Fr. Thierry, Deacon Carl Bunje, June Harmon, Gerard McGuire, Sharon Nelson, Fr. Thierry,   
                    Bev Wade. 

Administration 

General: The STA (Spirituality Tuesday Assembly) planning group was merged with the Adult Spiritual Development 
Committee in 2009/2010 to better co-ordinate and streamline activities.  

New PSC Rep: June Harmon became the new ASDC representative on the STA PSC at the April    
                        PSC meeting 

Meetings: Every other Wednesday, 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM at the STA Pastoral Center  

Summary of Spirituality Tuesday Assembly Events 
2009/2010 

Oct. 6th ‘09 Catholic Response to Teen Suicide in  
                          Palo Alto 
  STA youth and a panel of experts 
Oct. 13th ‘09 Gospel of Mark and Letters to the Hebrews –  
                          Faith Sharing 
  Fr. George 
Oct. 20th ‘09 Taize Prayer
  Fr. Thierry 
Oct. 27th ‘09 The New Missal and the New Prayer   
                         Translations for the Mass 
                         Diana Macalintal 

Nov. 3rd ‘09 Rediscovering the Mass
  Fr. George, Deacon Carl Bunje and DVD presentation 
Nov. 10th ‘09 Gospel of Luke – Faith Sharing 
  Fr. George 
Nov. 17th ‘09 Meditation, Centering Prayer and Contemplation
  Jean Ramacciotti and Gerard McGuire 
Nov. 22nd ‘09 Movie – “The Life of Archbishop Oscar Romero”
Nov. 24th ‘09 Discussion of movie led by Fr. George and parishioners comments 
Dec. 1st ‘09 Catholic Parenting - Celebrating and Sharing Our Faith with Our Children 
  Sue Clingingsmith and guest speakers 
Dec. 8th ‘09 Hospitality after Mass celebrating The Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Dec. 15th ‘09 Liturgy of the Hours with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction
  Fr. Thierry 
Jan. 11th ‘10 Archeology and the Bible

Prof. Patrick Hunt 
Feb. 2nd ‘10 Gospel of Luke – Faith Sharing 
  Fr. George 
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Feb. 9th ‘10 Sacrament of Reconciliation: A Celebrating of God’s Love
  Fr. Thierry 
Feb. 16th ‘10 The Spirituality of Saint Ignatius 

Nancy McGaragan 
Feb. 23rd ‘10 Emotions and Spirituality
  Veronica Schneider 
March 2nd ‘10 Rediscovering Baptism
  Deacon Carl Bunje and Gerard McGuire 
March 9th ‘10 Passion of Jesus and Stations of the Cross 
  Fr. George and fellow parishioners 
March 16th ‘10 Sacred Healing and Hands-on Healing Prayer

Sister Joan Prohaska, OP 
April 13th ‘10 Gospel of Luke: The Miraculous Catch of Fish – Faith Sharing
  Fr. Thierry 
April 20th ‘10 The New Rite of Exorcism and the Re-Discovery of its Power 
  Fr. Gary Thomas 
April 27th ‘10 “Holy Spirit” Pot Luck – Recap/Summary/ Questions on STA Assemblies 

Other Events 
 Parish Wide Retreat: “The Year of the Priest” - Sat. Jan. 16th 2010 (see separate report) 

On-Going Activities 
(a) Baptism Catechesis: Every 4th Saturday of the month  

STA Pastoral Center:  10:30AM – 12:30PM 
Conducted by Deacon Carl Bunje and Gerard McGuire 

(b) Chinese Faith Sharing: Every other Wednesday due to the STA events 
At Dermody Center: 7:30 PM – 9:15 PM
9 members (usually 7-8 per week) 
Activities in English – use “At Home with the Word”

(c) Scripture Study Group: Meet every Thursday at SAG Hospitality Center 
 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM

Usually 5 -7 people 

(d) Catechetical parents: 1st Sunday of the month at OLR from 9:15 AM – 10:15 AM
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at SAG from 10:15 AM – 11:15 AM
Conducted by Sue Clingingsmith (OLR) & Hal Fletcher (SAG) 
Usually 10 – 40 adults 

(e) Adoration: At STA church every Wednesday after 12:15 PM mass 
At OLR church every 1st Friday 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM (Spanish) 

(f) Intercessory Prayer: Ongoing activity 

Future Events 

Check your weekly parish bulletin for a listing of events during 2010/2011 

Note: Nov. 14th ‘10 Light and Sound production of “The Gospel of Luke” 
                                        at SAG Church

                          Michael Reardon and Patrick Lane
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STAKids - Catechetical Formation 

PK-5th Grade Faith Formation, Sacramental Preparation, Family Faith Enrichment, 
Children’s Catechumenate, Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Mission Statement: to foster and nurture the faith of our children in a lifelong journey with our Catholic community. 

Many members of our community work hard to share our faith with the children of the parish in a variety of ways. Parents/guardians 
and grandparents of approximately 155 of our families help on Sunday mornings during the children’s catechetical formation process.  
The numbers are increasing yearly, with approximately 245 children participating this year. The families choose to attend classes at 
either OLR: 9:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m. or SAG: 10:15 a.m.-11:15 a.m.  

The learning process we use is referred to as the spiral 
process.  Each year, the children learn new and exciting 
insights into their faith while reviewing what they’ve 
experienced in past years.  This allows a continual 
learning and reinforcing of their faith.  Learning is made 
fun by activities sparked by what the children see, hear, 
and create with their hands.  They are given many 
examples of how they can proclaim what they’re 
learning as Jesus has called even those so young to do.  
Through the well-planned classes of their catechists, the 
children see how their faith is something to embrace and 
share with their family, friends and the larger 
community. 

2009-2010 Catechists:  

OLR Site: PK & K – Maria Whealan with aides Megan Strom & Lizzy McCole, 1st grade - Tess Byler with aide Claire Priestley, 2nd

grade – Erina DuBois & Yvette Bovee with aides Bev Wade & John Priestley, 3rd grade – Erika Cagampan with aide Melissa 
Cagampan, 4th grade – Rachel Young & Daniel Keehn, 5th grade – Jenny Pama.   

SAG site: PK – Anthony Christen & Thibaut deBretagne, K – Susan Diaz, 1st grade – Tara Feldmeier with aide Jeanese Snyder, 2nd

grade – Teresa Strathearn with aides Kate Gibbons, Anna Thayer, Shannon & Edward Silva; we had 2 - 3rd grades – (1) Florence 
deBretagne with aide Lora Christen & (2) Molly Flynn with aides Tim O’Konski, Theresa Peek & Joseph Harwood, 4 th grade –
Juanita Loftus, 5th grade – Maria Marriott, Paul Peng & Jim Flanigan.    

Jeanette Brosnan is our St. Albert the Great Volunteer Coordinator while Hal Fletcher presents Sunday morning parent faith-sharing 
gatherings.  Corrie Sid headed up our F.I.G. (Fun In The Gospel) activities.  

Each class from both sites chose a service project which proved very successful.  Sixty-three 2nd graders from both sites prepared for 
First Reconciliation and First Communion which included a day retreat for the children. Having prayer partners for our communicants 
has been a cherished tradition here at STA.  This past year the Youth partnered up with our OLR children while the 3rd-graders at SAG 
assumed this honor.  An additional seven children ranging from 3rd grade through 6th grade also prepared and received their 
sacraments through the Children’s Catechumenate process.  This process is for children over the age of seven who have not been 
baptized and/or have not received their First Communion.  They were initiated into the church at the Easter Vigil through the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist. 
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On Sunday mornings, many children attend Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 9 a.m. Mass at SAG or during the 10:30 a.m. Mass
at OLR.  The presider invites the elementary school-aged children to gather in another room before the readings, and they return to the 
general congregation during the collection.  This is a drop-in process, so the number of children who attend each Sunday is unknown, 
but the numbers keep growing.  Igniting the gospel for the children each week was the team of Michael Lin, Bobbie McKenna and 
Daniel Keehn, who recently passed away.  Daniel, you will truly be missed! 

Large numbers of children from our community are reached in many ways through drop-in programs, ensuring that even if a child can 
not join us regularly for Sunday classes, they always feel welcome at our other activities.  These extra activities include Fun In The 
Gospel (F.I.G.) where children experience the Word of God through various activities using all of their senses,  4th/5th grade bowling 
outing, Family Advent & Family Lenten Day gatherings, Blessing of the Animals, Saints On Parade, the Faith Formation-sponsored 
craft booth at the annual parish picnic, our annual Pancake Breakfast Kick-Off and the Children’s Christmas Pageants.  This year 
Claire & Lizzy McCole were the creative force behind the OLR site Christmas Pageant, while Dawn Billman and Pat Briggs handled 
the SAG site Christmas Pageant. 

This entire educational process could 
not happen without the love and 
commitment of the parents and 
guardians, family and friends who 
devote their time and energy to 
making sure the children have the best 
experience possible.  A heartfelt thank 
you goes to the entire staff for their 
endless hours of love and guidance.  
And a special thanks to Angela 
Rebollar, OLR Site Co-Coordinator 
and Catechetical Formation Assistant, 
and to Jerry Lucha, who has 
represented our process on the PSC 
for the past several years.   

Our current Catechetical Board (STACB) members are: Chair - Teresa Strathearn, Secretary – Beverly Wade, Volunteer 
Coordinator – (vacant), Parish Stewardship Council Representative – Yvette Bovee, and Staff - Susan Clingingsmith and 
Angela Robollar.  In addition to those elected board members there are members at large.  These members are made up of 
YOU, the parishioners.  Currently, those members are Jerry Lucha, Julie Sanford and Molly Flynn.  As parishioners you 
are invited to attend meetings and become an active participant in the happenings of our process.  The board meets the 2nd

Friday of every month from 10 a.m. – noon at the Pastoral Center.  

To be part of this exciting ministry, please contact one of the following: 
  
Susan Clingingsmith, Director of Religious Education, 650-494-2496 x 25, youth@paloaltocatholic.org  

Angela Rebollar, OLR Site Coordinator & Religious Education Assistant, 650-494-2496 x16, olr_catechetical@yahoo.com

Teresa Strathearn - stacbchairts@yahoo.com. 



COMMUNICATIONS BOARD 

The mission of the Communications Board is to build an information-rich environment to connect and inform all members 
of the parish, and sometimes members of the surrounding community. 

Most of the Board’s efforts surround a few key communications activities which are produced and delivered on a 
recurring basis. 

The four main communications vehicles our parish employs are: 

� the weekly paper bulletin 
� the weekly Friday eBulletin 
� imaging literature (posters, flyers) 
� the parish Website (http://paloaltocatholic.org)

Our eBulletin, which began production May 25, 2007, has seen its readership grow from 126 subscribed families in 2008 
to 240 families in June, 2009, and now 290 families in June, 2010. This continues to be a flexible, timely way to distribute 
information to our parish community via email each Friday morning.  

� To be added to the mailing list, send email to ebulletin@paloaltocatholic.org.

The group provides regular advertising for parish activities by producing vestibule posters for events so that bulletin 
inserts are unnecessary. Examples are our annual parish summer picnic and the annual parish retreat. 

Our parish photographers (and we have several) document all significant events (Triduum, Christmas, Confirmation, First 
Communions), and make those photos available for purchase from the particular photographer’s Website.  In addition,  
these volunteers create posters for distribution to each parish site after key parish events such as STAY Tahoe With A 
Twist Mass, stewardship recognition, etc. 
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In this past Year of the Priest, the Communications Board published short biographies of our priests for our bulletins.   

The group is also responsible for the maintenance of the parish Website, including parish staff updates, posting of Pastoral 
Stewardship Council minutes and Ministry Board reports. 

A major effort again this year was the planning and production of the parish annual report, which was  published in 
October, 2009, with Mary Sullivan doing all the final editing, and Roland Quintero handling the photographic input. This 
was a complete recap of the parish’s activities for the year ended Junel 2009, with reports from all parish ministries, 
including pictures of important parish events and key groups.  It was distributed to all parishioners, and is also given to 
new parishioners as they register. Work is now underway on this year’s annual report. 

The group also produced another edition of a leaflet of parish Mass times and locations which was distributed to area 
hotels and motels. This allows visitors to Palo Alto and Stanford to have easy access to directions and Mass times in our 
parish.

The team also produced vestibule posters displaying parish staff member pictures.  This is to help the parish community to 
become better acquainted with our parish staff and their roles in our parish.  Plans are underway for a similar poster for 
our Pastoral Stewardship Council members. 

To increase the parish’s awareness of St. Patrick of Ireland, Mary Sullivan prepared a Powerpoint presentation on the 
saint, which she presented after Masses at our three church sites.  

Members of the Communications Board:  

� Pat Briggs 
� Mike Flynn (parish Webmaster) 
� Chris Lundin (chairperson 
� Nichole Khan (our Pastoral 

StewardshipCouncil representative)
� Marguerite Purcell 
� Roland Quintero (parish photographer) 
� Mary Sullivan 
� Kay Williams 

The group meets the first Thursday of every 
month at the Pastoral Center at 7:00 p.m.  
Contact Chris Lundin (clundin@stanford.edu)
if you have any interest in assisting with the 
work of this group. 

12
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COMMUNITY LIFE 

Mission statement: 
Community Life works to build community within the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish through activities that will appeal 
to a variety of age groups. With parish participation, we strive to make the parish at large a welcoming community. 

Recent Events 

Welcome to the Parish Reception 
In February we invited all new, and nearly 
new, people in our parish to a small 
reception to meet Father George and Father 
Thierry “up close and personal”. The 
Community Life group provided snacks and 
our “Cookie Crew” baked treats. Since that 
time we have added 28 new parishioners.  

Saint Patrick’s Day Dinner Party
Everyone is Irish at this special parish event. 
Ted Baer led our all male kitchen producing 
a wonderful meal of corned beef and 
cabbage and boiled potatoes. Carol Pullium 
baked home-made soda bread. The evening 
was filled with lively singing and dancing. 
Many thanks go to the host of leprechauns 
who volunteered to create this memorable 
event.  
  

Seder Dinner 
Beginning in the mid-60’s, the Seder meal, 
replete with readings and explanations, has 
been a tradition in our Parish. Laurie 
Vavuris and her husband Paul head the lamb 
brigade. We had 88 attendees this year.  

A “Spirit” filled evening, plus it is also a 
benefit for Father Jack Donald and his 
missionary work in Honduras. We collected 
over $650 for this worthy cause this year. 

Easter Vigil Reception 
This year Susan and Mario Veloro 
spearheaded this well attended reception. It 
is always an exciting, joy-filled party. Many 
lingered until after mid-night. Our 
Community Life Cookie Crew volunteered 
dozens of cookies and a cake or two.  
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Ongoing Activities under the 
Community Life Umbrella 

Age of Aquinas 
A Christian singles group formed in 2004, 
for those over 40 years of age. They have a 
full schedule of fun outings ranging from 
Hikes and star gazing to plays and dances. 
Their busy schedule is available on the 
parish website. 

Transitions 
A support and resource group for those who 
are separated or divorced. Randy Jones has 
been a leader of this group. He is 
“transitioning” to married life and this 
program is being discontinued as he has not 
been able to find a replacement.  

Widows and Widowers group 
This group meets on the 1st Thursday of 
each month. Their social activities
include dinners, theater events and 
luncheons. 

Funeral Committee 
We are grateful to this group of giving 
volunteers. Families are always thankful 
for the lovely receptions they organize 
following Parish funeral services. It is a 
wonderful and necessary ministry.  

Cookie Crew 
Thirty happy bakers share their baking 
talents with the parish. Their tasty treats 
bring a touch of home to our Spirituality 
Tuesday Assemblies, newcomer and 
funeral receptions, and other community 
gatherings. 

Future Events 

Springtime in the Garden Party 
May 16th; “Come smell the Roses” A 
chance for the entire parish to gather and 
enjoy the Pastoral gardens. 
Refreshments provided by our ministry 

Farewell Father George 
June 6th We will assemble at St. 
Elizabeth Seton Auditorium from 2 until 
5 pm to thank Father George, our good 
shepherd, and send him on with our 
blessing.  

Parish Picnic 
October 3rd at SAG. Ted Baer is our go- 
to-guy again this year. Planning has 
already begun. 

Committee Members 
Jeanne Ramos, Beverly Wade, Julie 
Crozier, Lorraine Dabney, Kelly Germa, 
Teddie Guenzer, Micky Martin, Mario 
and Susan Veloro, Marguerite Purcell, 
Joan Meyn, Rita Palomo, Sharon 
Nelson, Valerie Lo, Pat Briggs, and staff 
representative, Father George Aranha 
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Facilities  

Mission Statement:
 To coordinate and integrate three existing facilities related sub-committees’ efforts: (Building & Maintenance 
Committee, Facilities Use Committee, and the Safety Committee) The Facilities committee serves as a communication 
link to the pastor, the Parish Stewardship Council, and other parish strategic planning committees on all issues dealing 
with or affecting the parish’s real property. 

When we meet: 4th Thursday of the month, 10:00 a.m. 

Where we meet:  Pastoral Center and other pre-scheduled parish building sites during the year. 

Contact: Chairman Bud McKenna Phone: 408.370.2366 

Members: Top left to right: Bud McKenna, Chair and Secretary; Chuck Tully, Business Manager; Jim McLaughlin, 
Thomas House Subcommittee Chair; Paul Titterton and Paul Vavuris. Seated left to right: Gerry Luca, Vice-Chair  and 
Jim Abler 
Not pictured: Father George, Ted Baer and Godofredo Alfaro and Santiago Aguilar (our two full time maintenance 
personnel) 

Expenditures: 

Facilities capital expenditures for the concluded fiscal year amounted to $101,707.00 

Facilities operational expenditures for the concluded fiscal year amounted to $382,743 . 

Facilities capital expenditures for the current fiscal year should amount to $174,000. 

Facilities operational expenditures for the current fiscal year should amount to $381,096. 
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The major maintenance/improvement efforts completed throughout the parish include: 

St Thomas Aquinas (STA) site (includes the Thomas House and the Homer Apartments) 
� STA grounds: installed three spotlights for the Memorial Garden 
� STA church: replaced fire alarm system and replaced air conditioner belt 
� STA hall: purchased new refrigerator 

Thomas House Renovation Project 
Facilities Committee continues to have the lead on the Thomas House renovation project. 
Project bids to four contractors were received and were out of the projects budget limit. 
The project was re-scoped and a new bid has been developed for contractor bidding 
Building permits are being sought from the city for the re-scoped project.  

Our Lady of the Rosary Site (includes ISP school) 
� Replaced/upgraded LED emergency exit signs with lights 
� Performed electrical work to power to sump pump and light 
� Realigned movable hall wall and fixed broken part 
� Replaced hot water pump for Our Lady of the Rosary Church and school 
� Removed asbestos under Our Lady of the Rosary Church and school 
� Installed new edge and replaced 13 ft. of asphalt at the end of ISP playground 
� Resealed and repaired SAG/SESS asphalt surface, including the back playground

St Albert the Great Site (includes Elizabeth Seton School and rectory) 
� Replaced boiler system coupling and broken connector 
� Water heater replaced after asbestos pipe covering removed 
� Baptistery glass door replaced 
� Painted the room housing the new Jim Chinn Library and added bookcases 
� Painted trim and windows St. Albert convent 
� Replaced rain gutters on St. Albert convent 
� Replaced/upgraded LED emergency exit signs with lights 

Pastoral Center 
� Painted partial interior, installed blinds 
� Installed two new LED emergency exit signs w/ lights 
� Replaced original carpet on the 2nd floor 

 Rectory 
� Painted trim and windows  

Saint Elizabeth Seton School (SESS): 
� Re-attached falling acoustic tile back on ceiling in several classrooms 
� Installed new heater motor 
� Purchased bender board and bark for new shed that was assembled on site 
� Installed new water heater by kitchen  
� Performed necessary electrical work to install pipe and outlet for new school freezer 

Other parish improvements 
� General Maintenance:  purchased a new battery for lift 
� General Safety: restocked first aid supply cabinets parish-wide
� Drafted safety procedures for ushers and for the event of an earthquake 
� Provided maintenance support to parish-wide  “green” conservation initiatives
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        August 2010 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish 
Financial Report for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2010

The Mission of the Finance Committee, which is mandated by Canon Law, is to oversee the 
parish finances in a responsible manner and advise the pastor in all temporal matters.   

The financial information contained in this report has been prepared in accordance with both 
accrual accounting procedures and guidelines provided by the Diocese of San Jose.  Use of these 
procedures presents the most accurate picture of our parish resources.  In the information 
provided you can see the major sources of income and expenses for fiscal year 2009-2010 (July 
1st to June 30th) and the budget for fiscal year 2010-2011 with respect to revenue and expenses.  
Descriptions of each of the major income and expense accounts are highlighted at the bottom of 
the report. 

The parish account is in an interest bearing Deposit and Loan Fund at the Diocese of San Jose. 
The funds are available for repairs and emergency maintenance of the many facilities of the 
parish: three worship sites, two schools, two rental properties, the pastoral center, rectory and 
Dermody Center. On June 30, 2010, the balance was $1,123,812.  The amount of the fund 
allocated to reserves is $600,000 leaving $523,812 for capital building and repair projects.  There 
is no large 2010 summer work project planned, however the St. Thomas Aquinas old rectory 
renovation is scheduled for the 2010-11 fiscal year.  Some summer 2010 maintenance and repair 
items at the start of the new fiscal year included St. Elizabeth Seton School gym floor tile repair, 
St. Thomas Aquinas parking lot leveling with crushed granite and church air conditioning repair, 
and Our Lady of the Rosary main water pipe repair. Future maintenance projects are scheduled as 
part of the parish’s 5 year plan.   Additional building repair and maintenance projects are also 
under review by the Facilities Committee.

The fiscal year ended on June 30, 2010, with $1,313,407 in income and $1,294,197 in
expenses, with a net of +$19,210 (excl. depreciation).  Income was up primarily due to a Thomas 
House renovation gift of $49,364.  Next year’s budget will decrease rental income (Thomas 
House offline during remodel), and lower ADA rebates.   

Earnings category (primarily rental income) was at 35% of the total.  Income from collections 
was 48% of the total.  Stipends, gifts, and income from parish programs made up the balance of 
income.  The parish is still very dependent on earnings from rental income to fund parish 
operations but, as is evident, a major portion of our total income to support the parish is still 
derived from collections.  

The budget for 2010-2011 projects a net positive of $4,415 or near break even budget excluding 
the impact of non-cash depreciation expense of $131,353.  Total income for the 2010-2011 year 
is projected to be $1,278,887 and is offset by nearly the same amount of expected expenditures.  

Finally and most importantly, the finance committee would like to sincerely thank all the 
parishioners for their donations of time, talent, and treasure during the past fiscal year and 
earnestly seek your continued active support as we journey through our new fiscal year. 

Members this past year: Fr. George Aranha, Mike McMahon (Chair), Norm Swope, Lucy Li,
Mary Martinson, Ted Baer, Rick Barry, Helen Mackenzie, and Chuck Tully (Bus. Mgr.) 



Income 2008-2009 2009-2010 2009-2010 2010-2011
Actual Actual Budget Budget

Collections $624,785 $634,114 $630,951 $642,192
Stipends $39,080 $41,214 $40,070 $37,000
Earnings $488,200 $464,710 $465,282 $460,391
Gifts/Donations $14,968 $72,046 $9,100 $9,100
Programs $24,495 $30,490 $25,700 $25,400
Other $6,267 $4,701 $4,200 $4,200
Subtotal $1,197,794 $1,247,274 $1,175,303 $1,178,283
Bequests $3,215 $16,776 $30,000 $30,000
Diocesan Appeal Rebates $69,210 $21,209 $30,000 $10,000
Capital Campaign Rebates $17,114 $28,148 $35,000 $60,604
Total Income $1,287,333 $1,313,407 $1,270,303 $1,278,887

Expenses
Pastoral $127,632 $125,640 $128,409 $126,671
Administration $248,886 $245,683 $229,277 $238,715
Cathedraticum $62,916 $65,136 $65,138 $62,479
Catechetical $126,751 $122,642 $114,658 $111,614
Hispanic Ministry $81,305 $80,958 $78,582 $79,827
Liturgy $128,331 $111,771 $108,115 $109,406
Youth/Young Adult $49,762 $63,419 $70,286 $72,802
Parish Programs $31,091 $33,013 $28,229 $30,571
Outreach $6,374 $6,733 $6,793 $6,243
Rectory $39,576 $43,548 $53,048 $53,048
Plant $398,820 $395,654 $384,211 $383,096
Total $1,301,444 $1,294,197 $1,266,746 $1,274,472

Net before 
depreciation

-$14,112 $19,210 $3,557 $4,415

Depreciation Expense $118,609 $133,005 $120,612 $131,353

Net -$132,721 -$113,795 -$117,055 -$126,938

Income & Expense Budget Definitions:
Collections include Sunday and Holy Days;Stipends are from sacramental gifts(i.e., Weddings,
Baptisms, and Funerals); Earnings are primarily from rental properties but also include interest on
deposits; Gifts and Donations include donations that are (specified) directed toward a special purpose
or parish related activity or non-specific donation, this year actual included $49,365 for Thomas House
Renovations; Bequests are donations left in wills or legacy.
Pastoral includes all salary and benefits for the parish priests and other clergy related expenses;
Administration is made up of the office staff, office supplies, postage, printing, bank fees, telephone/
fax/internet services; Cathedraticum is support to the Diocese and  the Bishop; Catechetical Ministry
incl. staff salary and benefits and all program expenses; Catechetical Hispanic Ministry includes all
staff salary and benefits and all program expenses; Liturgy includes salary and benefits as well as
liturgy office supplies, music, sacramental celebrations, and weekly environmental expenses;
Youth/Young Adult includes salary and benefits, youth supplies, printing, and postage, and all youth
activity expenses including confirmation retreats; Parish Programs include Annual Diocesan Appeal
expenses, Valley Catholic, Community Life, Social Justice, Parish Mutual Assistance, and Parish
Stewardship;Outreach includes bulletin expenses,part-time editor, bulletin supplies, Pastoral Home
Care, Healing & Spirituality, and Peninsula Interfaith Action (PIA); Rectory includes salary for the
cook and housekeeping, cleaning supplies, groceries; Plant includes salaries and benefits for the 
maintenance personnel, building and grounds supplies,utilities, repair of buildings, insurance, and
property taxes; Depreciation is an accounting book entry reflecting building additions(capital 
improvements), and the writing off of these costs as a yearly expense.
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HISPANIC LEADERSHIP TEAM at Our Lady of the Rosary 
 

Nosostros, la Comunidad Hispana de Nuestra Sra. Del Rosario 
y miembros de la Comunidad Parroquial de Santo Thomas de Aquino, 
nos reunimos para orar, adorar a Dios y proclamar la Buena Nueva.  

Celebramos nuestra diversidad como individuos, en familias, grupos étnicos y 
tradiciones culturales y nos regocijamos en la fe y la unidad que compartimos  
en el Espíritu Santo. Nurtridos por la Palabra y los Sacramentos, extendemos  

la mano a todos, especialmente a los pobres y a los sin voz.  
Luchamos por vivr y servir con humildad y generosidad.  
Buscamos educar a todos. . . niños, jóvenes y adultos, en  

el don del amor de Dios y su presencia en el mundo. 

Dia de Guadalupe Fundraising--- 
Making tamales 

RECongress 2010 

 

 

Passion play First Communion 

We, the Hispanic Community of Our Lady of the Rosary Church and members of St. Thomas 
Aquinas Parish Community, gather to pray, worship and proclaim the Gospel. 

We celebrate our individual, family, ethnic and cultural diversity and 
rejoice in our faith and oneness in the Holy Spirit. 

Nourished by Christ’s teachings and the Sacraments, we reach out to all,
especially the poor and disenfranchised. 

We strive to live and to serve with humility and generosity. 
We seek to educate all- children, young people and adults, in the gift of 

God’s love and presence in the world.
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    2009-2010 
� Fundraising in the fall.  To raise money for RECongress, the Religious Education Congress held annually in Los Angeles.  

we cooked traditional Salvadorean and Mexican meals and held an “International Day”, where parishioners, family and 
friends were able to sample the various ethnic foods. 

� Talent Show: For the second year, the young adults coordinated a talent show for the community.  Approximately 160 
parishioners attended the event, which showcased children, teens and adults.  

� Día de Virgen de Guadalupe 
� Community Posada 
� Fundraising events for RECongress: Tamale Sale.  More than 30 ministry volunteers helped make tamales. 
� RECongress 2010: 14 ministry leaders of the Hispanic Community attended.  

- Excess funds raised were used to help pay for a community-wide retreat later in the year. 
� Young Adults hosted a Valentine’s Day dinner and dance.
� Lent and Easter week: 

- Stations of the Cross took place on Friday nights during Lent, after which Father Thierry gave a series of talks. 
- Silent Passion Play performed on Good Friday by children and adults. 
- Easter Egg Hunt for children in catechism classes. 

� Ministry retreat at Vallombrosa Center: Over 50 ministry volunteers attended. 
� Confirmation- 7 candidates. 
� First Communion: 14 candidates. 
� Institute for Leadership in Ministry (ILM): 2 parishioners graduated from ILM this past spring. There are currently 5 

ministry volunteers enrolled in ILM and continuing another year.  There will be at least 1 ministry volunteer enrolling in the 
fall. 

2010-2011 
� Encuentro de Hijos e Hijas, an annual 3-day retreat for young adults will be held August 13-15.   
� The Hispanic board will be organizing various events in the community throughout the year to raise money for RECongress.   

 

  

                 Volunteer dinner at SAG Easter egg hunt 
 

  

All-ministry retreat Confirmation retreat 
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Human Concerns Committee 

Mission Statement: 
On behalf of the parish community we respond to Jesus' command to love neighbor and self by working for the 
common good of all. The committee works to inspire the parish community to discern and act in ways that make the 
works of peace, justice, and mercy integral to their daily lives.  To become salt of the earth and light of the world, we 
work to alleviate the distresses of hunger, homelessness, disease, lack of housing and health care, and other human 
needs. We are sustained in this mission by seeing the face of God in others and pray for God's oversight and guidance 
as we proceed. 

Members: Chair: (vacant), Secretary:Paul Chestnut, PSC Rep:Walt Lundin, Treasurer:Terry McCaffrey,  Volunteer 
Co-ordinator: Laura Chiu. Others: Susan Adams, Terry Atkinson, George Chippendale, Mary Fong, Alma 
Lalonde,Chris Lundin, Sasha Madison, Ruth & Patricia Markee, Griselda Morales, Nancy Ng, Laurie Vavuris,  
Mary Washburn. 
Some accomplishments over the last year: 

�� St. Vincent de Paul Society  - We support BOTH the Palo Alto Conference and East Palo 
Alto Conference, which provide rent and utilities assistance to numerous clients, as well as helping 
them with food, bus fare, prescriptions etc.  InnVision at the Opportunity Center had a big boost in 
stimulus money and was able to step in to help. The East Palo Alto chapter is very active shoring up 
the “safety net” programs in East Palo Alto and East Menlo Park. In addition to financial support from 

our Parish, we also helped with the following activities: Thanksgiving Food Drive, Christmas Giving Tree and gift 
distribution, Hotel de Zink (providing food for the homeless on a rotating basis with other churches in the area), Layette 
Drive and Hidden Villa Summer Camp.

�� Death Penalty Abolition - Three members went to Sacramento to 
attend the public hearings regarding regulations on execution.  Terry McCaffrey 
spoke for the allotted three minutes regarding the fiscal impact to the proposed 
regulations and religious freedoms and rights. Our Pastoral Stewardship 
Council has enrolled the parish in the 1000 Congregations 
Campaign.  This is a coalition project of California People of Faith Working Against the Death Penalty, Progressive 
Jewish Alliance, and Death Penalty Focus. Our Parish is taking a lead role in the campaign, and we are striving to get 
other parishes in the deanery to sign up to engage in dialogue, thought, discernment, education, and prayer on the 
death penalty.     

��PIA update - Three members supported the PIA event in Redwood City on July 18.  The main topics were heath 
care and immigration reform. Our PIA Local Organizing Committee (LOC) is continuing its research on the safety net 
available to families in the area.  

�� Books for Elmwood - A campaign to collect paperback books for Elmwood Jail took place in August.  475 books 
were collected and delivered. 

�� R.S.V.P. - "Respond Supportively Very Promptly" is a sub-group of dedicated members who are committed to 
writing letters to our state and federal legislators whenever important social justice issues arise or come up for voting.

�� Undie Sunday - Our annual drive for clothing for the poor was held on February 13 and 
14.  Under the lead of Nancy Ng, we collected over 440 articles of clothing and over $2000.  These were 
delivered to the Opportunity Center. 

��Fair Trade Sale  
We conducted the annual Fair Trade Gift Sale in March at all three sites and sold $2,500 worth of coffee, 
teas, nuts, chocolates, plus Easter-themed crafts.  
�

�
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�� Postcard Campaign for Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops launched a postcard campaign to Congress in 
support of immigration reform. Legislations may be introduced in 2010 in Washington. HCC 
representatives met with Inma Gomez, who is spearheading the campaign in the Diocese 
of San Jose.  She provided resource materials, including arguments, bulletin inserts, pulpit 
announcements, and postcards. These postcards were distributed to the congregations at 
all Masses on March 6 and 7.  More than 370 of our parishioners sent postcards to each of 
three representatives in Washington.  We continue to publicize this. 

�� Oscar Romero Memorial Event - We sponsored a program on March 21st to remember 
Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador on the thirtieth anniversary of his assassination.  The 
speaker, Fr. Andres Tamayo, an activist who is originally from El Salvador, presented a wonderful 
discussion about Romero; he described how he and others are continuing Romero’s legacy of justice 
for all in environmental issues.  Fr. Tamayo and others were very active in opposing forest 
degradation in Honduras.  He is also active in fighting water pollution caused by gold mining.  A free 
will offering of about $600 was collected to support the family of a woman allegedly murdered for her 
activism.  
�

�
�� Low Income Tax Assistance - VITA  (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) is an 
IRS-sponsored program to provide free tax preparation to low income people.  A new 
VITA site was started at St. Joseph's school in Mountain View, and three parishioners 
were recruited by HCC to be among the volunteers. 

�
�� Day Worker Center of Mountain View 

After 14 years of operating at temporary locations and holding fundraisers, 
such as the car wash shown here at the St. Joseph Catholic Church, the Day 
Worker Center broke ground on their permanent location at 113 Escuela Ave. 
on May 24. The center purchased the dilapidated, former dry cleaner's 
building about two years ago and has been fundraising, designing and 
obtaining various city building approvals ever since. The nonprofit is still about 
$230,000 short of its $960,000 goal for the new location. Our parish 
contributed $1000 to their project. The Day Worker Center can always use 
more employers as well as volunteers such as Spanish-speaking English 
teachers. 

�
�� JustMatters (Mini JustFaith) - JustFaith conducted an 8-meeting monthly 
seminar on nonviolence, using the book "Engaging Our Conflicts" published by 
JustFaith and Pace e Bene.  Eight people graduated and they are now planning a 
campaign called ZWIP (Zero Waste Is Possible).  This is their counter measure against 
the violence human activities have inflicted upon our environment. They will be setting 
up specially colored bins for separating the recyclables and compostables from the 
trash. Publicity and education for the new practice will be conducted through posters, 
bulletin announcements and presentations to various ministries. 

�
�� Anti-Torture
June is anti-torture month. Again, our parish participated by displaying our banners at all sites, in unity with the National
Religious Campaign Against Torture, and MVPJ (MultiFaith Voices for Peace and Justice). NRCAT asks its member 
groups to gather postcards from their members asking Congress to pass legislation allowing the International Red 
Cross to visit detainees, wherever they are held.   
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Green Committee (Established September, 2009) 
 
 

 

Mission Statement: 
The Green Committee of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, on behalf of the parish community, works to 
advocate for Catholic principles and priorities in environmental issues and decisions, especially as they 
impact those who are poor and vulnerable. The committee works to inspire the parish community to 
discern and act in ways that reflect our duty to care for God’s Creation. 
 
Members: Ann Akey, Paul Chestnut, Laura Chiu, Elizabeth Fitting, Rosemary Gill, Mary Ann Ho, 
Laisz Lam, Walt Lundin, Gerard McGuire, Katia Reeves. 
 
During 2009, the Diocese of San Jose joined the National Catholic Coalition on Climate Change 
and started the Catholic Green Initiative of Santa Clara County.  The HCC, along with other 
ministries in the parish, took on the green agenda of the Diocese.  In September, the Parish 
Green Committee was launched to lend greater weight to this initiative.  We have a strong, 
active team with diverse strengths, talents, and 
interests. We drafted our Mission Statement, have 
developed and maintain a website with pertinent 
information. We meet on the 4th Monday of each 
month, at the residences of various members, 
enjoying homemade treats, herbal teas and organic 
fair trade coffee.  
 

Accomplishments (Sept 2009 - July 2010) 
 

1. Organized the parish-wide taking of the St. Francis’ Pledge to Pray, Learn, Assess, 
Act, and Advocate Catholic principles dealing with climate change issues. We 
collected 534 pledges at the October 10 Masses. 

 

2. Sounded the church bell at St. Thomas Aquinas, participating in the city-wide and 
world-wide 350 event to draw attention to the Copenhagen meeting of world 
leaders to address climate change policies. 

 

3. Distributed nearly 1000 reusable Green Bags from the Diocese of San Jose for the 
Thanksgiving Food Drive and parishioner use. 

 

4. Showed the film "The Awakening Universe" to an audience of about 50, followed by 
a group discussion and sharing of ideas among parishioners. Two people joined our 
committee that night. 

 

5. Publish weekly Green Corner information on paper and e-bulletins. 
 

6. Instituted the weekly Sunday Mass environmental general intercessions. 
 

7. Instituted the use of compostable or re-usable utensils at the parish social events, 
advocating the elimination of foam and plastic products. 
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8. Use biodegradable bags for food distribution through St. Vincent de Paul ministry. 
 
9. Improved recycling and are actively reducing the amount of trash produced at 
parish events which is good for the planet and good for the budget as Palo Alto is 
charging more for trash pick up.
 

10. In partnership with the Finance and the Building & Maintenance Committees, we 
have calculated the parish carbon footprint, have a target to reduce it by 5% in 
2010, and are actively working at reducing our energy use. 

 

11. Produced and distributed the STA Thermostat Procedure to the facilities users, in 
hope of reducing heating costs. 

 

12. Have confirmed that the paper bulletin uses recycled paper and soy-based inks. 
 

13. Held the parish-wide Bike-to-Mass weekend and rewarded the 
participants with free-trade chocolate. All church sites 
participated in this Earth Day event. 

 

14. Relocated (or in process of relocating) bike racks so that all 
sites have adequate bike parking available for parishioners. 

 

15. Published the Lenten Carbon Reduction bulletin insert with 
tips and guidelines for parishioners. 

 

16. Participate in diocesen-wide Liaison Committee and events. 
 

17. Tapping into other environmental groups such as Interfaith Power and Light, 
Acterra, World Centric, Food & Water Watch, etc. 

 

18. Participated in RCIA’s information meeting for the newest Catholics, inviting them 
to join the Green Committee. 

 
 

 

��The bell-ringing event took place on 
October 24 at 11 am.  A group of 
parishioners were at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church, posing for a picture in 
front of the "350" poster, made up of 
the St. Francis’ Pledges signed by 
parishioners.   
(Clockwise from left: Fr. George, Nora, 
Walt, Stephanie and Chris Lundin,  
Gerard McGuire, Paul Chestnut,  
Ruth Chippendale, Laura Chiu) 
 

� Several participants took turns 
ringing the church bell > 35 times, 
including Fr. George and Chris 
Lundin.� 



Liturgy Board 

Mission:  The mission of the Liturgy Board is to ensure that every liturgical celebration within the parish is planned well 
and presented so that these liturgies are a source of spiritual strength, inspiration and hope for all participants.

Our work is guided by the liturgical guidelines as stated in the General Instructions of the Roman Missal (GIRM), 
diocesan directives and other liturgical documents of the Church which are provided to parish liturgical teams for use in 
planning parish liturgical celebrations.  

In addition to the parishioners who participate in the Board’s planning and monthly meetings, there are many, many 
parish volunteers that enable the work of the Board: these include all of our parish liturgical volunteers (sacristans, lectors,
commentators, music ministers, ushers, ministers of hospitality, altar servers) and those that train them, and those who 
maintain our church environments and altar linens.  

Members: Fr. George, Fr. Thierry, Pat Briggs, Chris Lundin (Chair), Nora Lundin (parish Liturgy Coordinator),                         
Bill Mahrt, Micky Martin, Bud McKenna, Paul Prochaska, Jean Ramacciotti, Kay Williams (Secretary).  

Ongoing Activities: 

   Advance planning for all liturgical celebrations  

  Working with site committees and schedulers of liturgical ministers so that all the liturgical roles are filled at each Mass.

  Training and catechesis of new liturgical ministers as they volunteer (altar servers, lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, etc.). 

  Maintaining a calendar of all liturgical celebrations.  

25�
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Major Activities During the Year: Planning and staffing all the liturgical feasts and related celebrations: 

   Mass of Remembrance  

  Thanksgiving Day Mass  

  Family Masses at St. Albert and OLR each 4th Sunday  

  October “Tahoe with a Twist” Diocesan-wide Youth Mass  

   Monthly Youth Masses at OLR  

  Children’s Choirs at St. Albert and OLR  

  Advent and Christmas environment at all churches  

  Advent Reconciliation Services  

  Christmas Masses                                                                             

  Holy Day Masses  

  Lenten Reconciliation services  

  Lenten environments at all church sites  

  Parish Triduum Liturgies  

*** Holy Thursday at Our Lady of the Rosary  

*** Good Friday at all three churches  

*** Easter Vigil at St. Albert the Great (and continued at St. Thomas Aquinas)  

  Ongoing support of the RCIA process with special rites as directed  

  Altar server training and commissioning at St. Albert  

  Liturgical Minister annual update: Presenter: Diana Macalintal, Director of Liturgy for the Diocese of San Jose.  

 At the request of the STAY program, the Liturgy Board supported a new “every month” (rather than once-a-quarter) Youth Mass. 
This involved our clergy, liturgy coordinator, parent coordinator and parish musicians in extra planning and execution.  The Masses
were well attended and lively.  

Meets: Every first Saturday of the month, 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., St. Albert Hospitality Center.  Send email to Chris Lundin at 
clundin@stanford.edu if you are interested in contributing to the parish as a liturgical minister of any sort. Chris can put you in touch 
with the right people for orientation, training and scheduling.  

In addition to the many volunteers on the Board and those who fulfill liturgical roles at Mass, Nora 
Lundin, the Parish Liturgy Coordinator, fulfills many necessary liturgical needs. She schedules the 
presiders for daily and weekend Masses, is responsible for all liturgical supplies (bread, wine, candles), 
orders flowers and other special seasonal needs, and works with the church sacristans and environment 
teams on special needs.  Nora also serves as the parish funeral and wedding coordinator. In these roles, 
she meets with wedding couples and grieving family members to plan marriages and funerals.  

26�
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OLR Site Committee 

Mission: Assure that the OLR church, hall and grounds and the liturgies 
and parish events celebrated here at OLR are inspiring, attractive and 
welcoming for all parishioners. 

Members: Jim Abler, Arnoldo Alcazar, Shiny Antony, Laura Chiu (PSC 
rep), Eileen Freyre, Mary Ann Ho, Laisz Lam, Chris Lundin, Jim 
McLaughlin, Micky Martin (Co-chair), Bill & Ann Morrison, Rita Palomo, 
Katia Reeves (NEW Co-Chair), Beryl Taqui, Laurie and Paul Vavuris. 

Operations: This committee meets 4 -5 times a year to plan for, and also evaluate, the liturgy and environment needs for 
the specific church seasons during the year. Schedules for the Sunday Masses are prepared by the Spanish Coordinator for the 9:00 
Mass. The 10:30 Mass schedule, which includes the Greeters, Lectors, Commentator, Eucharistic Ministers, Hospitality, and 
Environment teams, is prepared by Katia Reeves and Carole Brown. Micky Martin schedules the youth for Family Mass Sunday. This 
schedule is mailed every 3 months. Chris Lundin is the Music Director and cantor, and invitations to new youth and adult music 
members are ongoing. The 4th Sunday of each month is Family Mass Sunday, with a youth choir singing and most of the other 
ministers being regularly scheduled youth. Altar servers for all Masses are boys and girls from 3rd through 9th grade.  Recruiting for 
new Mass ministers is also year ‘round, with special emphasis during the Time & Talent Fair. The welcome table is set up twice a 
month to register newcomers, answer questions and distribute information about parish activities.  On the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, the 
site also hosts S.O.U.P. (Sharing Ourselves with Underprivileged People), a fundraiser supper in support of special missionaries. 

Updates From Individual Ministries 

Environment - Mary Ann Ho
Currently there are four teams who serve once every four weeks to prepare the OLR church environment. We have recruited 2 new 
environment volunteers to replace 2 volunteers who have moved away. 

Hospitality - Laura Chiu
Currently 5 families are responsible for after-Mass coffee and refreshments each month. The Foy family has taken over the 1st

Sunday as the Gill family “retired” from the ministry. An in-door trash sorting system is being implemented to separate the 
recyclables and compostables from garbage, in the hope of attaining “zero waste”.

Music -Chris Lundin
Added a few new occasional members, with vocalists as well as various instrumentalists, totaling about 15 musicians. On every 4th

Sunday, the youth choir joins the singing as part of the Family Mass. 

Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors - Katia Reeves, Carole Brown, Micky Martin
This year we welcomed and trained 7 new Lectors, 5 new Eucharistic ministers, 2 new greeters and 3 new volunteer ministers for 
our environment.   
a. Currently there are regularly scheduled 9 greeters, 14 lectors and 32 Eucharistic ministers. 
b.  8:30 Am daily Mass has 5 Lectors regularly scheduled. 
c. 14 youth currently participating regularly and we’re expecting more in the fall. 

Ushers - Jim McLaughlin
a. Currently 11-13 regular ushers, including the new addition of Mr. & Mrs. Bill Morrison. 
b. Developing an Usher’s manual, including emergency procedures.
c. Planning to request Red Cross to teach First Aid to ushers for all three sites. 

Newcomers - Ron & Elaine Andrews, Roberta Uebbing
During the past year, we welcomed 6 new families (9 individuals) at the table set-up twice a month at the hall. More newcomers 
have registered directly with the pastoral center office through mail, email and sacramental registrations.  

S.O.U.P.  
Last year's program brought in a total of $3,733.  The Lenten portion, including the seder dinner, netted $1,700, which was sent to 
Father Jack Donald for his work in Honduras.  The balance of the year brought in $2033, which was divided among the Urban 
Ministry, St. Anthony of Padua Dining Room, the Ecumenical Hunger Program, the Day Worker Center in Mountain View and Fr. 
Ed Figueroa in Brazil. The new co-chairs are Jim and Joyce Mclaughlin and Jim and Joan Abler. 
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Events Highlights 

November Food Drive – Eileen Freyre and Vicky Howard coordinated this project for our Youth group, and Chris Miller, our 
Director of Youth Ministry, reported this as very successful.  For the first time ever, green cloth bags (from our Diocese’s green 
initiative) were used instead of the paper bags. These bags were returned with the food donations and will remain as properties of the 
youth group for future food drives. Baskets are placed around the church for continuous year-‘round food collection. 

Christmas Giving Tree – collected only about half as much as last year; could be a result of the economic downturn. Fortunately, 
donations from other communities were plentiful, so St. Vincent de Paul of East Palo Alto was able to deliver gifts to all families 
which requested them.   

Christmas Celebration – as successful as past years. We adopted an earlier Mass time of 4 pm for the Christmas Eve Mass with the 
pageant play by the children and it worked very well. Over 100 chairs were added all around to accommodate the extra people 
attending. 

Record Keeping -- Micky is composing a “Notebook of Details for each Ministry.”   She is working on getting the weekly and 
Sunday Sacristan’s duties listed and printed out. Jim McLaughlin, our Head Usher, has submitted a detailed list of duties to be 
performed before, during and after the Mass. 

New Tabernacle -- In fulfillment of a generous donation bequest from the Colford family, we have 
acquired a new Tabernacle to replace the old one.

New Microphone -- a replacement lavalier microphone was installed for the presiding priest. 

The OLR site salutes Ray Mensing (June 6, 1930 ~ June 22, 2010 ) 

While Ray worked in the telephone engineering by trade, he was the ultimate handyman and after his 
retirement, volunteered with Habitat for Humanity for 20 years,doing all kinds of construction work. 
He especially liked finish carpentry such as doors, windows, cabinets and trim. As such, he has been 
a fully involved member of the Parish Building and Equipment Maintenance Committee since its 
inception and performed many of the smaller construction jobs himself.  One of Ray's contributions 
was the general design of "the wall" behind the tabernacle at OLR. He helped with the overall design 
and construction of that change -- probably back in the late ‘60s/early ‘70s when we went to the 
thrust-stage type of design to move the altar out from its original location.  Then Ray headed the 
remodeling project of moving the altar again when St. Aloysius closed and the Hispanic community 
and others came over from that site. Another example was the removal of the elevator at STA Church 
and matching the wood decor that was required.  Recently he built us the nice cabinet (out of an oak 
desk which was being "free-cycled" on the street) behind the piano to hold all the controls for the PA 
system. He was involved in the STA Church interior remodeling work as well. Even as he was 
diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s disease earlier this year, he did one last project for our Easter 
celebration by setting up the wiring for a speaker to be installed in the Hall, so that the expected 

overflowing crowd was able to hear the entire Mass. And of course, he and his wife were ready workers in the S.O.U.P. program, 
chairing that program for the last several years.  Ray was also a regular lector and usher for over 30 years.
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Saint Albert the Great Site Committee 

Mission: To create an effective and loving spiritual community through Masses, religious education,  
                spiritual groups, and social activities.   

This community will function within the larger community of St. Thomas Aquinas parish under the guidance of the parish, clergy and staff.  The 
committee coordinates issues related to liturgies, works closely with the Liturgy Board and Liturgy Coordinator.  We recruit, train, and organize 
lay ministers for SAG weekly site liturgies.  These lay ministers include greeters, lectors, hospitality ministers, commentators, Eucharistic 
ministers, ushers. We also address issues concerning both the interior and exterior of all site buildings.                                                                            

The committee meets in the Hospitality Center on the second Sunday of the month, following the 9:00 a.m. Mass.

  

Members: Susan Adams (co-chair), Rachel Alvelais, Sr. Adella Armentrout,  Linda Ballard, Patricia Briggs (co-chair), Harry Browne, Kathleen 
Hart (PSC Representative),  Donna Pellazari,  Virginia Pirotta 
(Secretary), Marguerite Purcell, Kate Rooney, Jennifer Koop 
Wagner. 

ART & ENVIRONMENT: The SAG Art and Environment 
Committee implemented a rotation plan where the environment 
changes every five years as suggested by the Diocesan Art and 
Environment Committee. Godofredo Alfaro, Maintenance 
Supervisor, built a new manger, complete with hay and moss 
roof, which housed our crèche during the Advent season. For 
Lent, a tomb was constructed in the back of the church to bring 
visual impact to the realization of Easter. Donna Pellazari, with 
the aid of other committee members, created beautiful floral 
arrangements for Easter.

Welcome Father Thierry: On September 26th we threw a “Get to Know Fr. Thierry” event following the 5:00 p.m. Mass. 

SPIRITUAL TUESDAY ASSEMBLY (STA): The first STA was held at the SAG Hospitality Center on October 6, and continued to meet at 
the SAG site until May.  STA will resume in the fall at OLR. 

TIME & TALENT: On October  17th and 18th we held our annual Time and Talent to recruit new members for our committee, as well as lay 
ministers and other volunteers. 

TABLE OF REMEMBRANCE: During November, as in past years, a Table of Remembrance was set up in the back of the church. 
Parishioners were encouraged to display photos of departed loved ones on the table. This year we provided paper so children could create cards 
of remembrance. 

CRECHE EXHIBIT: Parishioners were invited to display their crèche at our first Creche Exhibit, held December  5th and 6th. The event was 
initiated and organized by Monique Castell. 

Hospitality Center Coordinator: We are thrilled to have Jennifer Koop Wagner as our Hospitality Center Coordinator. She and some other 
members cleaned, organized, and did inventory in April. 
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EASTER VIGIL: Easter Vigil was celebrated at St. Albert the Great on April 

Jim Chinn Library Dedication: The dedication of the Jim 
Chinn Library was held on June 26th.  Jim was a dedicated 
long-time sacristan at St. Albert the Great. Patricia Briggs 
and Susan Adams worked very hard to provide a warm and 
inviting place for Jim’s wonderful collection of spiritual 
literature and media. The library is located in the former 
baptistery, and is open before and after the 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday Mass and 9:00 a.m. Mass.

50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION: SAG will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2011.  Plans have been 
underway for months to make this milestone a memorable one. Volunteers are needed!

                                                       

We always welcome new members.  Contact Kathleen Hart: hart.kathleen23@yahoo.com.
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The Site Committee contin-
ued its dogged focus on the 
process of getting the Thomas 
House ready for its new role as 
a center for meetings and 
events for the parish and STA 
Mass communities.   

The architectural firm of 
Lippert and Lippert has been 
working with the Thomas 
House Project Team since No-
vember 2008 on the design of 
the renovations to the Thomas 
House.  In July 2009 the Lip-
perts presented their first draft 
design to the Project Team and 
then to the STA Site Commit-
tee.  Site Committee represen-
tatives did raise concerns 
about handicapped access for 
the first floor and the basement 
hall, access through the bride’s 
room, and access to the 
kitchen. 

In September, the Lipperts 
applied to the City of Palo 
Alto for a determination of the 
lot line between the Thomas 
House and the church build-
ing.  In October, the architect 
presented a preliminary outline 
of costs, which led to a deter-
mination by the parish com-
mittees involved (Building and 
Maintenance and Finance) that 
parts of the design were to be 
designated as “alternates” in 
order to keep the costs below 
the budgeted $450,000.  In 
January, the Lipperts submit-
ted working drawings to the 
City for building permits.  In 

February, the tenants vacated 
the building, and in March, 
bids from three contractors 
were received. 

The lowest bidder, SC 
Construction, was selected, 
with a bid of just under 
$600,000.  In the meantime, 
the City denied permits for 
the design as submitted, re-
quiring the installation of 
firewalls between the main 
floor and the upstairs apart-
ments.  The separation of the 
3 apartments into individual 
units and the reversal of the 
staircase to allow a separate 
entrance to these apartments 
required disturbing asbestos 
in many of the rooms.  To 
execute the plan as submitted 
with the city-required retro-
fits would substantially in-
crease the scope of the pro-
ject. Therefore the original 
plan was deemed by all con-
cerned to be out of financial 
reach.   

The pertinent committees 
debated the options in April 
and May. The Lipperts were  
asked by the Project Team to 
re-do the plans, including the 
upgrading of basic systems 
(electrical, plumbing, and 
heating), without the separa-
tion of the upstairs apart-
ments from the main floor, 
with the installation of a 
handicapped access ramp into 
the building, and with the 
modification of a bathroom to 

ADA standards.   
In the meantime, the Site 

Committee hosted two 
open-house after-Mass cof-
fees in February at the Tho-
mas House, and then staged 
a gala Italian dinner in the 
Thomas House on June 19, 
to which more than 80 pa-
rishioners came.  They were 
able to tour the Thomas 
House from basement to 
second floor and were in-
vited to share ideas on uses 
of the house that would 
serve the communities.   

The Italian dinner raised 
$1000 as a contribution to 
the cost of the renovations.  
The Site Committee sees 
this as just the beginning of 
a parish-wide campaign to 
help bring the Thomas 
House into the heart of the 
STA Mass communities as a 
community center, library, 
meeting and event space, 
wedding party facility and 
community rental housing. //                
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ton Center, Bishop McGrath 
concelebrated Mass with Fr. 
Aranha and Msgr. Boyle and 
enjoyed hospitality after Mass 
in the Thomas House base-
ment hall. 

 

� Thomas House Open Houses 
were held on February 14 and 
28, and many parishioners 
from the four Sunday Masses 
and from other parts of the 
parish took the opportunity to 
become acquainted with this 
historic building. 

 

� Italian Dinner June 19 in the 
basement hall was preceded by 
wine and antipasto upstairs. 

�

(.���������
.����������
Site Committee structure: 
STA Site meetings have been held in the Tho-
mas House living room since the house was 
returned to parish use in February. The meet-
ings are open to all interested persons.  Kay 
Williams continues as chairperson, Bob March 
as secretary, and Helen Baumann as volunteer 
coordinator; Lorraine Dabney represents the 
Site Committee on the PSC.  Stalwart members 
include Anna Jaklitsch and Ted Baer; others 
attend occasionally. 

The Site Committee publishes a monthly news-
letter, Steeple Talk, on the Sunday before the 4th 
Wednesday. It is inserted into the parish bulle-
tins for STA each week, and it is also posted on 
the parish website.  Volume 4 of this publica-
tion began in February 2010.   

The Site Committee lost a devoted member, 
Jane Bahr, who died November 19 of cancer.
Jane gifted the parish with a bequest that she 
designated for the construction of a handi-
capped ramp into the Thomas House.  Her 
spirit, intelligent observations, editing of  the 
Steeple Talk, and speaking up on behalf of the 
needs of the site are sorely missed. 

%/����	
� A “Torture is Wrong” banner 

was hung on the Homer Street side 
of the church in June 2009 and 
2010, as part of a weekend of pan-
els and workshops sponsored by 
the Santa Clara County Council of 
Churches. 

 

� A Garden Party was held on Au-
gust 9, 2009 in the afternoon in the 
Memorial Garden to welcome the 
new parish vicar, Fr. Thierry Geris, 
and celebrating diverse and vibrant 
STA communities. 

 

� Time and Talent was held in Oc-
tober and an estimated 100 parish-
ioners looked over the displays and 
requests from the various minis-
tries—with a net result of 14 new 
people signing up as volunteers in 
various ministries. 

 

� Kenyan gifts sale:  In October and 
December, gifts from Kenya were 
on sale.  Proceeds benefited the 
girls’ high school in Fr. Daniel 
Kiriti’s parish in Naivasha, Kenya. 

 

� Bishop McGrath celebrated 
Mass at 8:45 on February 7:  At 
the invitation of the Thomas Mer-

Church Interior Committee: 
This committee meets each 3rd 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at SAG 
under the leadership of Judy 
Foley. 
 

The committee settled on the re-
design of the altar, consulted 
with a sound engineer, and pre-
pared a binder with the results of 
all the research done on im-
provements to the church inte-
rior—the overall “wish list,” 
which was presented to the pas-
tor, the Building & Maintenance 
Committee and the diocesan Art 
& Environment Committee in 
December 2009.   
 

In 2010, the committee has con-
sulted with an architect on the 
restructuring of the altar. Carpet 
samples have been brought to the 
church and reviewed by the com-
mittee. A budget is being pre-
pared for review by Building & 
Maintenance in September. 

Grounds: 
The agapanthus along the Homer 
Street side of the church have been 
removed.  The area awaits the actual 
planting of the bushes and trees out-
lined by volunteer landscape designer 
Deke Rowell.  
  

The discussion of the planting is 
linked with the placement of addi-
tional bike racks, a subject that has 
received attention for the past year.  
The Site Committee accepted the sug-
gestion of the Parish Green Commit-
tee that an extra bike rack from Seton 

School be moved to 
the STA site and rec-
ommended that it be 
placed alongside the 
driveway at the rear 
of the church.  
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About STAY

St. Thomas Aquinas’ Youth 
Ministry program is committed 
to love, nurture, inspire and 
motivate all middle and high 
school youth to be faithful 
lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ 
who serve their community.  We 
offer weekly youth group 
sessions of faith-sharing with 
peers, monthly youth masses, 
social events, social justice and 
outreach projects, and 
leadership opportunities. 

Find us on the web at:
http://paloaltocatholic.org/STAY/

Academic Year Sessions

Middle School and High School 
hold sessions at OLR site on 
Sunday nights from 
7:00-8:30pm.
• Middle School (grades 6-8) 

meets at OLR Hall/Church
• High School (grades 9-12) 

meets at Dermody Center 

2009-10 Enrollment

65 Middle School students.
41 High School students. 
This includes 27 Confirmation 
candidates.

Program Highlights

Youth Mass and Meal with a Tahoe Twist
November 1st STAY hosted 300+ attendees 
from across the Diocese of San Jose.  The 
event was featured in the December issue of 
Valley Catholic.

Monthly Youth Masses
With parishwide support, STAY continued to 
host monthly youth masses and meals.  All 
parish families with secondary school age 
children were welcome!

Confirmation Mass May 8, 2010 at SAG
Twenty seven youth were confirmed on 
Saturday May 8th at St. Albert the Great.  
Mass was be held at 11 a.m.  

Tahoe Retreat 2010
Nineteen of our youth attended the annual 
Diocesan Tahoe Retreat.  This 5 day retreat 
took place the week of June 21st. 

Program Outreach to other Local Catholic 
and Christian Communities
STAY supported special event activities 
(such as concerts and capture-the-flag 
game) with other Catholic Parishes in the 
Diocese and Palo Alto Christian Churches. 

STAY COOL Continued to Have Positive 
Community Impact
Events included:
• Parishwide Food Drive – greenest one 

ever!
• Packed 50 pound food boxes at 

Thanksgiving and Christmas at St. 
Francis of Assisi in East Palo Alto.

• Created Christmas ornaments and cards 
for the homebound and Valentines for 
Second Harvest Food Bank recipients.

• Made 60+ Easter baskets for Haven 
Home children.

• Confirmation candidates championed 
the annual Layette Drive in May.

St. Thomas Aquinas Youth (STAY) Ministry Report
2009-2010



Bishop McGrath visited the Confirmation Class February 28th
February 28th Bishop McGrath joined Confirmandi and their families for a meal 
and a wide-ranging conversation.

Students in 8th-12th grade are eligible to receive the sacrament of Confirmation 
through St. Thomas Aquinas’ Youth Ministry Program, The candidate’s readiness 
to receive this sacrament is determined through a discernment process involving 
families and the parish staff. The following are expectations for the family when 
choosing to participate in the discernment/preparation process:

•  Participation in weekly Eucharist celebrations and STAY sessions.
•  Attendance by the candidate and a parent for an individualized family 

discussion with the Pastor and youth ministers to discuss the preparation 
process.

•  Participation by the candidate and the sponsor or parent at monthly 
Confirmation preparation sessions on Sunday evenings between October and 
April.

•  Participation in a minimum of three STAY COOL service events.

2009-10 Youth Ministry 
Board

Eileen Hart Freyre, Chair
Mary Clifford, PSC 
Representative
Vikki Howard
Karen Recinto 
Kathy Lindholm
Anna English
Chris Miller, Director of Youth 
Ministry
Kristy Rozsnyoi, Middle School 
Coordinator

Monthly Board Meetings
Wednesdays from 9 - 11 a.m. 
(typically) at the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Pastoral Center.

With Gratitude
Thank you to Father George 
and Father Thierry for your 
ongoing support and 
encouragement.

Thank you yet again to the 
Liturgy, Human Concerns, 
Hispanic Ministry, OLR Boards 
and the entire parish.  We really 
appreciate all you do for us.

Not pictured:  Anna English

St. Thomas Aquinas Youth (STAY) Ministry Report
2009-2010
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The Parish Archives Project 

On Friday mornings, you’ll find the Parish 
Archives volunteers busy in their second-
floor workspace at the St. Thomas Aquinas 
Pastoral Center. 

 

Marguerite Purcell at work 

They continue to organize materials from 
our parish life and history.  Judith Scanlon, 
Marguerite Purcell and Pat Briggs index 
documents (noting the date and topic). Over 
on the computer, Stuart MacKenzie and 
Mary Beth Cebedo Lefebvre enter index 
information into a software program, and 
Roland Quintero provides computer 
expertise.  

 

Pat Briggs & Stu MacKenzie 

 

Marguerite, MB, Stu, Judith, and Roland

We are working on the Parish Council 
Minutes as the framework, and doing 
research to find information for the 
upcoming anniversary of St. Albert the 
Great church. 

The Archives team is grateful to Parish 
Council members, Ministry leads, and 
Parishioners for donating material to the 
Parish Archives.  Now, we just need more 
volunteers to help with organization and 
indexing! 

 

Newly-organized material 

If you’d like to volunteer, or learn more 
about the Parish Archives, contact Mary 
Beth at mbstudy@yahoo.com 
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Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish Retreat 
Saturday, January 16, 2010 

Priest, Prophet, King 

Over 60 STA parishioners attended this wonderful day-long event which was facilitated by retreat leaders from the organization The
Mystical Humanity of Christ. Thanks to all who attended and special thanks in particular to the following parishioners who help organize, plan 
and make the event run so smoothly: Laura Chiu, Mary Clifford, June Harmom, Jerry Luca, Chris Lundin, Gerard McGuire, Bud McKenna, 
Donna Pellizari, Jean Rammaciotti, Jeanne Ramos, Bev & Neale Wade and Kay Williams. 

The day consisted of talks by the retreat leaders, followed by time for reflection and discussion, with breaks for lunch and refreshments. 
Mid-way through the retreat, Fr. George and Fr. Thierry presided over a celebration of the Mass with a wonderful homily from Fr. George. 

The retreat went ‘green’ this year with everyone bringing their own lunch and using compostable plates, cups and utensils to cut down 
on food waste and garbage. This was a huge success, with barely any garbage collected and the rest going into the compost bin.  

Written Statements from Parishioners 

A Greater Sense of Community 
Much stronger sense of community; I’m feeling a surge of energy and fuel for the journey!
Meeting new parishioners and talking with them; never enough time after Mass 
Listening to the sharing of others: I am renewed in my belief that God touches me with the hands and words of others. And that I get to do that, 
too! 
I liked the pace: “slow down and ponder.  Slow down and ‘be grateful.’”
It gives me a route to travel for the future – a way to improve my personal attitude toward others in my journey 

Way of Prayer 
The words of the prayer are a good reminder in a hectic world. It’s also a comforting thought: Jesus 
dwelling within me.   
Very powerful. It forces me to continually strive to do God’s will on earth and to invite Him into my 
heart.  
 This way of prayer is a beautiful way to open the day and to keep the Lord with you all day.  
Fabulous. I will definitely include this in my daily morning prayers.  

Perfect! Easy to remember. This way of prayer brings Jesus back to earth.  
It is a good reminder that Christ is always within us on our daily journey, and to be more aware of Christ being in the people we meet.  

About Our Priest and the Priesthood  
I loved the questions about “what we expect from priests,” AND “have we communicated that to them?”  It really made me think what I had 
NOT been doing.  
It gave me a deeper appreciation of the priesthood, of the ordained clergy, as well as of the people of God 

Response to Blessing One Another 
The blessing time moved me most. This day will remain in my memory most vividly.  
It was touching, spiritually bonding, and full of God’s love and grace. 
I did like the blessing. To think I could bless someone! 
The blessing was so moving, lovely, spiritual.  It made you feel loved by God, and made us focus on how 
many wonderful people there are around us. The whole day has been a blessing in itself – to bring us back 
to what is REALLY important.  
To give and to receive the blessing was most meaningful.  It made me realize that I, too, can be a “lay priest” to 
those I come in contact with each day.  

Most Meaningful Part of the Retreat 

I thought the Spiritual Communion was great! It made me want to empty my mind of everything else except what was going on today and let the 
Spirit and holiness in.   
Blessing one another.  Being/bringing Christ to one another. 
Lots of wonderful insights to live a God-centered life.  
The way today impacted me.  The opportunity to discuss openly with other, my interpretation of what was said or written, but more 
importantly, to listen and internalize what others had as interpretations. Learning from others impacted me. 
I have a hard time choosing one. Aside from the Mass, the blessing received and given were precious 
I appreciate the help you have given me in bringing Christ into my daily life, especially the morning spiritual communion prayer. 

Prayer of Daily Spiritual Communion 
 

“Lord, I invite You to relive Your 
humanity – Your resurrected life – 
through me today.” 

The “Blessing”  
 

“May God bless you with 
all the desires of the 

Eternal Father and bless 
the wishes of your soul. In 

the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen.” 



Pastoral Home Ministry   

Mission:  St. Thomas Aquinas Pastoral Home Ministry offers spiritual and social support for the sick 
and the homebound parishioners of all ages. 

Members:  Anne Ackerman, Chezire Aclimandos, Fran Adams, Nickie Andrews, France Bark, Harry 
Browne, Lenora Carlson, Ruth Chippendale, Prue Delamater, Fred Dietrich, Pat Dietrich, Henrietta 
Ferry, Mary Fong, Pearl Glaves, Pat Keicher, Mark Kreutzer, Micky Martin, Anne Morrison, Bill 
Morrison, Carol Pulliam, Jean Ramacciotti , Bonnie Shirley, Judi Swope, Joe Teresi, Pat Tighe, Onna 
Vancheri, and Becky Vasquez  

Pat Dietrich and Mary Fong are the coordinators of this ministry. We served between 50 –60 clients.  
Besides serving clients in their homes, we also serve several nursing and retirement homes:  Lytton 
Gardens, Palo Alto Nursing Center, Channing House, Hyatt Classical Residence, Stevenson House, 
Sunrise and Palo Alto Commons. 

Our range of services include: 
� bring Eucharist to clients  
� pray and give spiritual support
� visit socially and run small errands 
� give short respite to family caregiver  
� provide transportation to Mass  
� arrange for priest visits  
� provide information on meals, transportation and home care  
� provide information package to family of recently deceased parishioners 

The Home Ministry is also responsible for maintenance of the “pray for” lists in the Sunday bulletin and 
updating a confidential “pray for” for members of the Prayer Circle by e-mail and regular mail. 

Our Home ministers also help coordinate and set up monthly Masses at Lytton Gardens and Palo Alto 
Nursing Center.  We also have a weekly communion service at Lytton Gardens following the rosary.   

Hyatt Nursing Care 
Palo Alto Commons 

Communion 



Every year we provide our clients with the book  “ At Home With the Word” so that they can follow the 
Sunday readings.  During Christmas season, we bring good cheer to our clients by presenting them with 
poinsettias.  We also pass on to them gifts that our Religious Education students make. 

We meet 1-2 times a year and usually have a Christmas party for our ministers at the end of the year. 

Many of our older ministers have been retiring one by one after long years of faithful service.  We have 
added a few new ministers this year but we always welcome new members. 

 

 

Lytton Gardens friends at 
weekly rosary & Communion 

Poinsettia for our Client 
 

Christmas Party, 2009 



Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

The Rite of Christian Initiation is designed for adults who, after hearing the mystery of Christ proclaimed, 
consciously and freely seek the living God and enter the way of faith and conversion as the Holy Spirit opens their hearts.   
Ideally, by God’s help, they are strengthened spiritually during their preparation, and at the proper time receive the sacraments fruitfully. 

Summer, 2009:  The period of Inquiry.
                           Informal sessions, called The Inquiry, were held for any adult interested in the initiation sacraments, 
                          These question and answer and sharing meetings are offered year ‘round

 In July, Fr. George celebrated a teaching Mass in a home in Palo Alto for the new Catholics. Each part of the Mass was explained by Fr. 
George as he presided.   
Following the Mass, the celebration continued with wine, cheese, and dessert.  Certificates were presented 

 In August, Fr. George baptized and confirmed one of the catechumens who missed the Easter Vigil. 

                                        

Fall, 2009:  Recruitment and training of sponsors. 
                    A retreat was held in September at OLRH for candidates, sponsors, and team members. Susan Cabrera led 
                   the retreat on “Integration of Body, Mind, and Spirit”   Forty adults attended.

The weekly catechesis and faith-sharing meetings began meeting on Wednesday evenings in September at the pastoral center from 7:30-9:00 
pm for the following seeking initiation sacraments at the Vigil: 

* Five seeking Baptism 
* Two already- baptized Christians seeking reception into the CatholicvChurch. 
* Five already- baptized Catholics seeking Confirmation. 

              
                 
The Rite of Acceptance for those seeking baptism and the Rite of Welcoming for the adults seeking Reception into the Catholic Church 
and/or Confirmation were celebrated in November at the 10:30 am  
Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary.  The eight people seeking the sacraments were met outside the church door by the faithful.  Fr. George heard 
testimonials from the candidates and their sponsors.  
He then led the Signing of the Senses before inviting them to enter the church and join the rest of the congregation for the Mass and The 
Word of God.  The Mass was followed by a welcoming champagne brunch in OLR Hall for the candidates and their sponsors.
               
The Period of the Catechumenate began, and the Dismissals for Breaking Open the Word were held every Sunday at St. Thomas Aquinas 
at 10:30 am Mass for candidates who were now catechumens. 
The Rite of Acceptance was again celebrated in January at OLR at 10:30 am for three who missed the previous rite. 

Winter, 2009: The candidates attended the communal penance service at St. Albert the Great and afterwards gathered in SAGC for a 
Christmas party with the priests, team and other RCIA alumni.
             
On the first Sunday of Lent, Fr. Thierry presided at The Rite of Sending the catechumens to Bishop McGrath for The Rite of Election.   
Those five seeking baptism signed our parish Book of Elect, and Father Thierry sent them to  
the Cathedral for the Bishop  to affirm their signatures and their desire for the sacraments. The candidates, sponsors,team and priests together 
went out to brunch before car-pooling to the Cathedral that afternoon.  



The period of Purification and Enlightenment began in Lent.   

Priests and/or master catechists presided over minor rites at the weekly meetings and presented mini-retreats in preparation for the Scrutinies. 
The Scrutinies (penitential rites) began on the second Sunday of Lent at St. Thomas Aquinas church at the 10:30 am Masses on the third, 
fourth and fifth Sundays in Lent. The congregation participated in the ritual. 

A Lenten retreat for all the candidates was held the Saturday before Palm Sunday at SAGH, led by Jean Ramacciotti and Fr.Thierry.  Fr. 
Thierry anointed the candidates and presided at The Rite of Epheptha. 

Those seeking reception and a few of the already-baptized Catholics made their first Sacrament of Penance at the communal Rite of 
Reconciliation at SAG the week before Easter. 

As a group, the candidates and their sponsors attended the Seder Supper during Holy Week, and joined the other parishioners for Holy 
Thursday, and Good Friday services. 

Easter Vigil 

The 12 adult candidates seeking Initiation Sacraments were baptized and/or confirmed by Fr. George at the Easter Vigil. 
Following the Vigil Miss, the Community Life Committee hosted a lovely reception in SAGC to honor the neophytes. 

                  

The Period of Mystogogy 
The weeks following Easter are spent in mystogogy, where they embrace the deeper meanings of the sacraments they celebrated at the Easter 
Vigil.   During the RCIA gatherings, the new Catholics and the adults who were 
Received and or/Confirmed  reflect  on the personal experiences  each had during the Triduum, and share with the others memorable  
moments of receiving the Sacraments or the Triduum. 

                                                                       
                    “The Catechumenate is the model of the church’s catechizing activity.”  The General Directory for Catechesis 



Volunteer Opportunities 

Liturgy Ministry Team 
Altar Linen Minister 
Altar Server 
Art & Environment 
Children’s Choirs; SAG & OLR 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Eucharistic Minister 
Greeter 
Hospitality Minister 
Lectors & Commentator 
Liturgical Musician/Singer 
Liturgy Ministry Board Member 
Pastoral Home Ministry 
Sacristan
St. Ann Gregorian Choir 
Usher

Catechesis 
Adult Spiritual Development Committee Chair 
Marriage Preparation Catechist 
Medjugore Prayer Group 
Monthly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
a. STA 
b. OLR 
Prayer Circle {praying for sick & homebound} 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Sponsor
Small Faith-Sharing Group Member 

Catechetical Advisory Board (Pre-K through 5) 
Catechist
Classroom Aides 

Youth Ministry Team (6th through 12th grades)
Classroom Aide 
Confirmation Catechist 
Field Trip Helper 
Middle School Catechist 
High School Catechist 
Youth Ministry Team Board Member 
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Building Community
Community Life Board 
Pastoral Garden 
Parish Socials/Picnics/St. Patrick’s Dinner 
Age of Aquinas (40+ years of age & single} 
Welcome Newcomers 
Widows & Widowers 
Funeral Receptions (food donor or server) 

Hispanic Leadership Team 

Human Concerns Committee 
Faith in Action (Death Penalty Abolition) 
Green Committee 
Human Concerns Committee Member 
JustFaith
Peninsula Interfaith Action (PIA) 
S.O.U.P.
St. Vincent de Paul Society (STA chapter) 
St. Vincent de Paul Society (EPA chapter) 

Operations
Communications Committee 
Facilities Committee 
a. Maintenance Committee 
b. Safety Committee 
Finance Committee 
Parish Archives 
Parish Office Support 
Parish Website 
Site Committees: STA, SAG, OLR 

Affiliated Ministries 
Knights of Columbus 
St. Elizabeth Seton School 
Serra Club (priestly vocations) 
Stanford Hospital Ministry 
Thomas Merton Community 
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Who to Contact for Pastoral Stewardship Council & Ministries (July, 2010-June, 2011) 

Pastoral Stewardship Council (PSC) 
(comprised of the clergy & one member from each ministry) 

 
Pastor: Rev. Matthew Stanley……………………………. 494-2496 X 12 
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Thierry Geris………………………494-2496 X 17 
Adult Spiritual Development: June Harmon……………………964-4440 
Business Manager: Chuck Tully…………………………..494-2496 X 20 
Catechetical Board: Yvette Bovee (Vice-Chair)………………..856-8748 
Communications: Nichole Khan…………………………...408-888-8766 
Community Life: Beverly Wade………………………………..856-9339 
Facilities: Jim McLaughlin……………………………………...856-6958 
Finance: Mary Martinson……………………………………….321-0739 
Hispanic Community: Griselda Morales………………………..387-3962 
Human Concerns: Walt Lundin…………………………………493-3578 
Liturgy Board: Kay Williams (Chair)…………………………...328-2781 
Site Committee Representatives: 
STA…Lorraine Dabney…………………………………………494-6488 
SAG…Kathleen Hart……………………………………………321-8399 
OLR…Laura Chiu……………………………………………….857-0106 
Youth Ministry: Karen Racinto………………………………….320-8227 
                           Anna Zaro……………………………………...324-2013 
PSC meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in OLRH. All 
parishioners are encouraged to attend. The minutes are on parish Website.  

Boards, Committees & Ministries 

Liturgy Board  
Liturgy Coordinator…………… .………............Nora Lundin: 494-2496 
Liturgy Ministry Board Member……… ……….Chris Lundin: 323-3376  
Altar Linen Ministers……………………….site specific; Liturgy Coord.
Altar Servers……………………………….. “                           “
Art & Environment…………....site specific (see Site Committees above) 
Children’s Choir, SAG…………………………...Karen Peng: 323-2639 
Children’s Choir; OLR…………………………Chris Lundin: 323-3376 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word……..Sue Clingingsmith: 494-2496 X 25 
Eucharistic Ministers……………………….site specific; Liturgy Coord.
Greeters……………………………………… “                              “
Hospitality Ministers……………………….. “                              “
Lectors & Commentators………………….. “                               “
Liturgical Musicians……………………………Chris Lundin: 323-3376 
Sacristans……………………………………..site specific; Liturgy Coord.
St. Ann Gregorian Choir……………………...William Mahrt: 493-7933 
Ushers………………………………………...site specific; Liturgy Coord. 
Pastoral Home Ministry (including Prayer Circle): see next line………
                                      Pat Dietrich or Mary Fong…………494-2496 X 22 

Catechesis 

Adult Spiritual Development…………………...Gerard McGuire: 814-2223 
Pre-Baptism Catechist………………..Deacon Daniel Hernandez: 494-2496 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)…………….Jean Ramacciotti: 
                                                                                                 494-2496 X 31 
Catechetical Ministry Team (Pre-K through 5th grade) 
Susan Clingingsmith………………………………………...494-2496 X 25 
Catechetical Ministry Board: Teresa Strathearn……………….....330-1856 
Youth Ministry Team (6th through 12th grades) 
Youth & Young Adult Coordinator…………...Chris Miller: 494-2496 X 21 
Youth Ministry Board Member……………...........Mary Clifford: 853-1138 

Community Building 

Community Life Board Co-Chairs: …………….. Jeanne Ramos: 324-8788 
                                                                                Beverly Wade: 856-9339 
Pastoral Garden………………………………….....Arlen Hagen: 493-8139 
Register Newcomers (SAG & STA))………..Marguerite Purcell: 327-6051 
                                  (OLR)………………………Micky Martin: 494-0119 
Widows & Widowers……………………….…Lorraine Dabney: 494-6488 
Funeral Receptions (food donor or server)…………Helen Short: 327-1028 
                                                                        Winnie McGannon: 493-6823 

Faith-Sharing 

Medjugore Prayer Group……………….……Mary Agnes Early: 858-0434 
Vespers & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
a. STA (5:15 p.m. Thurs)……………………………Tina Reyes: 856-0541 
b. OLR (7:00 p.m. Wed)………..Maria de Jesus Gutiérrez: 494-2496 X 23
Faith-Sharing Group…………………………..Sondra Dingman: 494-0820 
Women’s Prayer Group…………………..Florence de Bretagne: 473-1317 

Hispanic Ministry Team 

Director of Hispanic Ministry…Maria de Jesus Gutiérrez: 494-2496 X 23 
Hispanic Council Chairperson……………..Jaime Garcia: 494-2496 X 23 

Human Concerns Committee Team………….Paul Chestnut: 493-8237 
Faith in Action (Death Penalty Abolition) 
Green Committee…………………………………..Laura Chiu: 857-0106 
JustFaith
Peninsula Interfaith Action (PIA)…………James & Joan Abler: 494-0830 
S.O.U.P………………………………Joyce & Jim McLaughlin:856-6958 
St. Vincent de Paul Society (STA chapter)………………………………..  
                                                                  Roberta Uebbing: 494-2496 X 26
St. Vincent de Paul Society (EPA chapter ) George Chippendale: 856-6350 

Operations 

Communications Board…….....………………….Chris Lundin: 323-3376 
Facilities Committee ………………………Bud McKenna: 408-370-2366 
Finance Committee……………………………Mike McMahon: 493-7392 
Parish Website……………………………………...Mike Flynn: 326-1038 
Site Committees: STA. …………………………..Kay Williams: 328-2781 
                            SAG………………………..............Pat Briggs: 856-0460  
                            OLR……………………………Micky Martin: 494-0119 
                                                                                  Katia Reeves: 494-1871 

Affiliated Ministries 

Knights of Columbus……………………………John Uebbing: 494-2450 
St. Elizabeth Seton School…………………………..Sr. Adella: 326-9004 
Serra Club (priestly vocations)…………………Laurie Vavuris: 494-3572 
Stanford Hospital Ministry……………………..Fr. John Hester: 723-5101 
Thomas Merton Community…………………..…Kay Williams: 328-2781 

Parish Photographer…………………………..Roland Quintero: 493-2128 

List created by the Communications Board




